Perhaps it is unnecessary to add that there is no difficulty in maintaining a full and efficient staff at this very well-todo institution; but if any of our nurses contemplate emigration to Australia, we say, Take with you all possible skill and resource and elasticity, but be sure to leave at home all idea that you may possibly be in a position to patronise or instruct.
The Charities Commission has gone on tour through the provinces, and means to visit all the larger hospitals without giving previous notice. They will probably, by these means, obtain a better insight into hospital management than by sitting in a room and listening to witnesses contradicting one another. General Booth's scheme has aroused great interest amongst the charitable here, and great enthusiasm; but our Premier is protesting against the "colony over sea" being established under his jurisdiction. All the Premiers will probably do the same thing, not seeing the absurdity of grudging these bountiful tracts of waste land to poor earth-starving creatures from the old country. " I heard from him last week, he has been in the Soudan ; he may be home any day now," she was saying ; "he has had a hard time of it, but he will make a fresh start now, and I shall soon get well when he comes." "Yes, we must have you quite strong again to meet him," answered Hilary, gently.
Many feelings were at war within her as she spoke?love, sorrow, conquered bitterness, and, above all, pity, deep and real, for the helpless little woman. Her strong protective nature was stirred to its very depths, and her head was very erect, and her eyes shining with a warm light, as she turned away and left the garden.
As she crossed the cool entrance hall a man suddenly stood in the open doorway, a glow of scarlet against the strong sunlight pouring through it.
Sister Hilary stood quite still; and in a breathing space Alan waa before her. How well she knew that sturdy figure, that sunburnt face, with its frank smile; and yet she did not move or speak.
He took her hand in silence, and the eager gladness on his face faded.
There was a look almost stern in its gravity on her face ; then she said, " Will you come this way? She is expecting you," and went rapidly out at the garden door before him. 
